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EDITOR 'S  NOTES

E n v i r o n m e n t a l  c r i s e s ,  c o r r u p t  g o v e r n m e n t s ,  r i s i n g  h a t e
c r i m e s ,  h u m a n  r i g h t s  a b u s e s  -  t h e r e ’ s  n o t h i n g  b u t
d i s h a r m o n y  i n  t h e  n e w s .  I t ’ s  e a s y  t o  b e  s c a r e d  f o r  t h e  s t a t e
o f  o u r  p l a n e t .  B u t  t h e  a r t  i n  E p o n y m ’ s  f i r s t  i s s u e  l i g h t e n s
t h a t  s t r e s s .  O u r  f u t u r e  v o t e r s  a n d  a c t i v i s t s  a n d  c r e a t i v e s
a r e  i n  t h e s e  p a g e s ,  a n d  t h e y  c a r e  d e e p l y .  Y o u n g  p e o p l e  h a v e
t h e  i d e a l s  t o  c h a n g e  t h e  e a r t h ,  a s  w e  s a w  t h i s  p a s t  d e c a d e
i n  G r e t a  T h u n b e r g ,  M a l a l a  Y o u s a f z a i  a n d  o t h e r  y o u n g
f i g u r e s .  T h e i r  c a r e  a n d  a t t e n t i o n  t o  c r i t i c a l  i s s u e s  m a k e
r e a d i n g  t h e  n e w s  a  l i t t l e  b i t  l e s s  a w f u l .  S o c i a l  c h a n g e  i s  a l l
a b o u t  h o p e  a n d  c r i t i c i s m ,  o f  w h i c h  w e  h a v e  a n  a b u n d a n c e
i n  t h i s  i s s u e .
T h a n k  y o u  t o  o u r  t a l e n t e d  s u b m i t t e r s ,  t o  E t é  ( w h o  d i d n ’ t
c o m p l a i n  o n c e  w h e n  I  s t o l e  h e r  d i g i t a l  a r t  g e a r  t o  c r e a t e
t h i s  i s s u e )  a n d  t o  y o u ,  o u r  r e a d e r s ,  f o r  p i c k i n g  u p  o u r  f i r s t
i s s u e  o f  E p o n y m .  W e ’ l l  s e e  y o u  a g a i n  n e x t  i s s u e .

-  D a n a  E l i z a b e t h  C o l l i n s ,  f o u n d e r  a n d  c o - e d i t o r  o f  E p o n y m

W h e n  D a n a  f i r s t  a p p r o a c h e d  m e  w i t h  t h i s  p r o j e c t ,  I  r e a l l y
c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  s a i d  n o .  I ’ m  p r o u d  t o  h a v e  p u t  E p o n y m  i n t o
t h e  w o r l d  a s  s o m e t h i n g  b i g g e r  t h a n  o u r s e l v e s  a s  e d i t o r s
a n d  c r e a t o r s  -  i t  i s  a  t e s t a m e n t  t o  t h e  s k i l l  a n d  a r t  o f  o u r
g e n e r a t i o n .
T h e  e v e r - c h a n g i n g  s o c i a l  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  c l i m a t e s  a r e  b o t h  a
c u r s e  a n d  a  b l e s s i n g  f o r  u s  a r t i s t s :  W h i l e  w e  o f t e n  f i n d
o u r s e l v e s  d r o w n i n g  i n  t h e  r e a l i t y  o f  t h e s e  i s s u e s ,  w e  c a n
a l s o  p u l l  o n  t h e m  t o  f u e l  o u r  w r i t i n g ,  a r t ,  p h o t o g r a p h y ,  a n d
s o  o n  a n d  s o  f o r t h .  C h o o s i n g  s o c i a l  c h a n g e  a s  t h e  t h e m e  f o r
t h e  f i r s t  i s s u e  o f  E p o n y m  f e e l s  l i k e  a  s t e p  i n  t h e  r i g h t
d i r e c t i o n ,  a s  a  w a y  f o r  u s  a s  c r e a t o r s  t o  g r o u n d  o u r s e l v e s ,
t o  f e e l  a  l i t t l e  l e s s  a d r i f t ,  b u t  p e r h a p s  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t l y  t o
b e  h e a r d .  Y o u r  a r t  h a s  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  t o  c h a n g e  p e o p l e ,  w h o
i n  t u r n  h a v e  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  t o  c h a n g e  t h e  w o r l d  -  a n d  s o  I
h o p e  t h e s e  p i e c e s  l e a v e  a s  m u c h  o f  a n  i m p r e s s i o n  o n  o u r
r e a d e r s  a s  t h e y  h a v e  o n  m e .
T h a n k  y o u  f o r  b e i n g  a  p a r t  o f  t h i s .

-  C a r y s  M . N .  R i c h a r d s ,  c o - e d i t o r  o f  E p o n y m
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L a s t  n i g h t  w a s  m y  l a s t  n i g h t  o f  s i t t i n g  i n  s i l e n c e ,
H e a d p h o n e s ,  c o m e d i e s ,  C W  s h o w s  b l o c k  o u t  t h e  v i o l e n c e ,
A  h u m d r u m  o f  d u m b  s c u m  r e m a i n  t o u g h  t o  s c r u b ;
T h e  N R A  r e m a i n ,  a  w h i t e  r i g h t - w i n g  T u f t y  C l u b .
G r e e n  m a n  m e a n s  g o ,  b l a c k  m a n  m e a n s  s h o o t ,
W h y ’ s  i t  t a k e  a  w h i t e  g u y  f o r  w h i t e  g u y s  t o  l i s t e n  t o  t h e  t r u t h ?

W e  d o n ’ t  p i c k  o u r  d e c k  b u t  j u s t  p i c t u r e  i t :
B e s t  P i c t u r e ’ s  a  b i t c h  t h o u g h  I  w a s  s t i l l  i n t o  i t
G r e e n  B o o k  w a s  g o o d  ‘ t i l  I  l o o k e d  a n d  t h e n  h e a r d
I t ’ s  a  w h i t e  g u y  f i x i n g  r a c i s m  ‘ c a u s e  h e  g e t s  c a l l e d  t h e  N - w o r d
F i l m s  a b o u t  r a c i s m  f i l l  o u r  e a r s  e v e r y  y e a r ,
B u t  i t ’ s  n o t  h a r d  t o  a r g u e  t h e y  h a v e n ’ t  w o r k e d  h e r e ;
R a c i s t s  d o n ’ t  s e e  f i l m s  w i t h  a  b l a c k  g u y  a s  t h e  m a i n  c h a r a c t e r ,
B l a c k K k l a n s m a n  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  “ W e  f i n a l l y  g o t  o n e ”  t h e  r a c i s t s
t h o u g h t .  W h a t  a  b u n c h - a  f u c k i n ’  a m a t e u r s .

L a s t  n i g h t  t h o u g h ,  I  w a t c h e d  g e t  o u t …

I t ’ s  h a r d  e n o u g h  t o  g e t  m e n  t o  e n t e r  t o  e n t e r t a i n  t h e  t h o u g h t
O f  c h a n g e ,  b u t  t h e m  b e i n g  t h e  p r o b l e m ?  N o  c h a n c e  o f  t h a t  a t  a l l .
I ’ m  n o  g r e a t  p h i l o s o p h e r ,  I  h a v e  n o  s o l u t i o n .
I ’ m  j u s t  a n o t h e r  w h i t e  g u y  i n c r e a s i n g  m i d d l e - c l a s s  m e d i a  p o l l u t i o n ,
I ’ m  j u s t  a n o t h e r  w h i t e  g u y ,  n e v e r  f a c e d  r a c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  i n  m y
l i f e ,
M a y b e  h o m o p h o b i a ,  b u t  I  c a n  p r o b a b l y  h i d e  t h a t  f r o m  m y  f u t u r e  w i f e .  

L a s t  n i g h t  I  w a t c h e d  a  h o r r o r  f i l m ,  i t  h a d  a  m o r a l  m e s s a g e -
O t h e r s  t r y  t h e i r  b e s t :  D o n ’ t  g e t  p o s s e s s e d –
L i f e  i m i t a t e s  a r t  b u t  w e  n e v e r  l i s t e n  t o  t h e  p r e s a g e .
D o n ’ t  g e t  h a u n t e d  b y  a  T V ,  d o n ’ t  b u y  a  h o t e l  a n d  k i l l  y o u r  f a m i l y ,  b e a t
u p  s c a r y  c l o w n s .
C o m p l e t e  t r a n s p a r e n c y ,  d i d n ’ t  t h i n k  w e  h a d  t o  w r i t e  s o m e  o f  t h o s e
d o w n .
B u t  i t ’ s  t h e  s a m e  w i t h  G e t  O u t ,  w h y  m u s t  p e o p l e  p a y  8 . 9 9  t o  s e e  a
h o r r o r  f l i c k
T h a t  t e a c h e s  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  s h o u l d  b e  i n h e r e n t  w i t h i n  a l l  o f  u s :
D o n ’ t  b e  a  d i c k .

L A S T  N I G H T ,  I  W A T C H E D  G E T  O U T
L U K E  B E R R I D G E



That guy was in charge,
It just so happened that we lived there.
You might feel bad when Scotland slate him.
But should we love a man whose plan’s to love bacon?
He gave power to the people and the people ate shit,
The people now hate the people so our lord rage quit
And thus, we sail away with nowhere for pissin’
And the other side just scares us, with chlorinated chicken.
Then she was in charge,
And we still lived there.
Thee shall compare she to that of iron,
So, on the left they all cried “I WANT HER FIRED!”
No deal is bad, but a bad deal is worse,
So, she murdered relations in a red-white-blue hearse.
Herded us like cattle in a tactical battle,
The lesser of two devils, why do we vote at all?
And apparently, this guy wants to be in charge,
God, why does this guy live here?
Appropriation of negotiations to coax the nation to blame immigration
A bunch of apoplectic apathetics explain inflation written in plain Asian.
We all wanna vote for the losing party without losing, it isn’t luck,
Are we gonna sit here and blame the people when the system’s fucked?
This Bilderberg nonsense actually stands a chance,
This guy said “Fuck Dunblane” as he shot his stance.
Well that went smooth.
I’ll probably just move.
Because now he’s in charge.
And the rest of us just live here.

A N D  T H E  R E S T  O F  U S  J U S T  L I V E  H E R E
L U K E  B E R R I D G E

L u k e  l i v e s  f o r  s t o r i e s .  A s  a  s t a g e  a n d  s c r e e n  w r i t e r  p r i m a r i l y ,  L u k e  c h o s e  t o
e x p l o r e  p o e t r y  t h r o u g h  t h e  m e d i u m  o f  s t o r y t e l l i n g ,  w h i c h  a l l o w e d  h i s  p e r s o n a l
v o i c e  ( t h e  s t y l e  o f  t h e  n e r d y  r a p  h e  l i s t e n e d  t o  a s  a  c h i l d  i n f u s e d  w i t h  a
s t r a n g e  l e v e l  o f  p a s t i c h e )  r e i g n  t h r o u g h .  H e  h a s  n e v e r  w a n t e d  t o  t e l l  a n y o n e
h o w  t o  t h i n k  o r  w h o  t o  v o t e  f o r ,  h e  j u s t  w a n t e d  t o  t e l l  a  c o u p l e  o f  s t o r i e s .

A N D  T H E  R E S T  O F  U S  J U S T  L I V E  H E R E
L U K E  B E R R I D G E



W A R S H A  A H M E D
I N S P I R E D  B Y  H U S S A I N  M A N A W E R



W a r s h a ’ s  s e r i e s  f o c u s e s  o n  t h e  t o p i c  o f  m a s c u l i n i t y  a n d  m a l e  e x p r e s s i o n

o f  e m o t i o n .  A f t e r  d i s c o v e r i n g  H u s s a i n  M a n a w e r  s h e  w a s  i n  a w e  a b o u t

h o w  e a s i l y  h e  e x p r e s s e d  h i s  r a w  e m o t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a s  a  m a n  o f

P a k i s t a n i  b a c k g r o u n d .  S h e  w o n d e r s ,  ‘ W h y  i s  t h e  w o r l d  s c a r e d  o f  a  m a n ’ s

e m o t i o n s ? ’ .  H u s s a i n  i s  a n  i c o n  f o r  t h i s .  O n e  w a y  s h e  f e l t  p e o p l e  c a n

e x p r e s s  t h e i r  i d e n t i t y  i s  c l o t h i n g ,  t h u s  t h e  t - s h i r t s  a l l o w  f o r  e v e r y o n e  t o

b e  e x p o s e d  t o  h i s  p o e t r y  a n d  s e e  t h a t  w e  a r e  a l l  c a p a b l e  o f  e x p e r i e n c i n g

h i s  h u r t  a n d  t h i s  i s  s o m e t h i n g  w e  s h o u l d  w e a r  o n  o u r  c h e s t s .



T h e  m a n ,  t h e  m o n s t e r :
D e s t r u c t i v e  a s  h e  c a n  b e ,

T h e r e ’ s  s o m e  u n i t y .

N o w  m o r e  t h a n  e v e r ,
T h e  y o u t h  r i s e  l i k e  o u r  o c e a n s

C a l l i n g  f o r  a  c h a n g e .

T o g e t h e r  w e  s t a n d ,
A  s o c i a l i s t  y o u t h  m o v e m e n t ,

C a l l i n g  f o r  a  c h a n g e .

N O  P L A N E T  B

P O E M  A N D  P H O T O S
B Y  N I C K  M A R S H A L L





m a t t h e w  i s  w a l k i n g  d o w n  t h e  s i d e w a l k  ~
h i s  h a i r  i s  s l i c k e d  b a c k  &  h i s  c l o t h e s  r  2  d i e  4 .
p e o p l e  i n t e r p r e t  t h i s  a s  h i m  b e i n g  e a s y  
b u t  h e ’ s  a  c o m p l e t e  a  h u m a n  b e i n g  w h o  h a s  a  n e e d  2  b  
r e c o g n i s e d  -
&  w h i l e  t h e  g i r l s  s c r e a m  @  h i m  
a l l  t h e  r e l e v a n t  b l o k e s  r  b u s y  b u s y i n g  m y  e y e s , , ,
t h e  g o d d a m n  p i c t u r e ’ s  b l u r r e d  
t h e  a u d i e n c e  f u l l  o f  a s s u m p t i o n s  
h e  w a n t s  a  m a n  i n  h i s  l i f e
t o  g i v e  h i m  s a t i s f a c t i o n  

s o  m a y b e  t h e  r e a s o n  h e  w e a r s  a l l  t h e  l e a t h e r  
i s  i n  h o p e  t h a t  1  d a y  e v e r y t h i n g  w i l l  g e t  b e t t e r
4  h i m  -  
t h a t  p e o p l e  s e e  t h a t  h e ’ s  d i f f e r e n t  
a n d  h a s  d i f f e r e n t  t h i n g s  o n  h i s  m i n d  
t h a n  t i t s  a n d  w o m e n ’ s  b e h i n d s  -  
t h e y  d o n ’ t  s p i t  i n  h i s  e y e  
f i l l  h i m  w i t h  l i e s  
t e l l i n g  h i m  h e ’ s  b e n t / b r o k e n / w r o n g  
t e l l i n g  h i m  h e ’ s  n o t  r i g h t  
i n  t h e  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r y  o f  1 9 8 9
t h i s  i s  h i s  l i f e  
i n  h i s  s h i t t y  c o u n c i l  e s t a t e  l a c k i n g  a  w i f e  

BETTER  BLATANT

THAN LATENT
MAYA WEEKLEY



w e l l  h e y  
m a t t h e w  w a n t s  2  l e t  u  k n o w  t h a t  h e ’ s  a v a i l a b l e  
f o r  a  p u s h  a n d  s h o v e  a n d  a  r i o t  i n  h i s  b e d r o o m  ; )
( h i s  b e d r o o m  i s  t h e  a t t i c  o f  h i s  b e s t  f r i e n d ’ s  h o u s e  /  h e ’ s
b e e n  l i v i n g  t h e r e  e v e r  s i n c e  h i s  p a r e n t s  k i c k e d  h i m  o u t )
… s o  g i v e  h i m  a  c a l l  
j u s t  d o n ’ t  c a l l  h i m  o u t  o n  t h e  s t r e e t  
c u z  h e  w a n t s  2  k e e p  i t  o n  t h e  d o w n - l o w  f r o m
b o b b i e s  w h o  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e y ’ r e  s u p e r i o r  
< l i v i n  l i f e  s o  s u p e r i o r …
w h o  t h e y  c a l l i n  i n f e r i o r ?  
u  w a n n a  t a k e  t h i s  o u t  o f  t h e  
i n t e r i o r ? >  u  s e e ,  
m a t t h e w  b r i n g s  t e a r s  2  t h e  e y e s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  w h o  w a t c h  h i m
o n s t a g e ~
p e o p l e  w h o  p a y  t o  s e e  < h e r > . . .

y e p  h o n e y .  t h a t ’ s  h i s  j o b .  
i t ’ s  a  s l o w j o b  g i v i n g  b l o w j o b s  @  t h e  e n d  o f  h i s  s h o w j o b  -
a  d r a g  w h o r e .  h e c k .  w h a t  a  m e t a p h o r ;  h i d i n g  f r o m
h i s  p a r e n t s  &  t h e  e a r s  
i n  t h e  d o o r s  /  i n  t h e  w a l l s
&  a l l  t h o s e  g a y  m a g a z i n e s  f i l l e d  
w i t h  p e o p l e  s o  g o o d  l o o k i n g  u  a i n ’ t  n e v e r  s e e n  b 4 …
y e p  h o n e y .  i  w i s h  i t  w a s  a l l  a  l i e
b u t  m a t t h e w ,  t h o u g h  h e  t r i e d ,  
j u s t  c o u l d  n o t  t u r n  a  b l i n d  e y e
2  t h e  p r e a c h i n g  / t h e  p r e a c h i n g s  i n  t h e  l o n d o n  s t r e e t s -
c o u l d  n o t  r u n  a w a y  f r o m  
h i s  s e x u a l i t y .

M a y a  W e e k l e y  i s  a  s i x t e e n - y e a r - o l d  p o e t ,  s o n g w r i t e r  a n d  w r i t e r
o f  s h o r t  s t o r i e s  f r o m  S o u t h  L o n d o n ,  w r i t i n g  o n  t h e m e s  o f  l o v e
a n d  a n g e r  i n  a  s t r e a m - o f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s  s t y l e .   b e t t e r  b l a t a n t
t h a n  l a t e n t   i s  i n s p i r e d  b y  t h e  f i l m   P r i d e ,  s e t  i n  a  t i m e  w h e r e
s o c i a l  c h a n g e  a r o u n d  q u e e r  a c c e p t a n c e  w a s  h a p p e n i n g ;  t h e
p o e m  h o w e v e r  f o c u s s e s  o n  t h e  s t i l l - c l a n d e s t i n e  l i f e  o f  a  q u e e r
m a n .
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W O M A N  T H E
E S S E N C E  T H E
T A T T O O  I  B E A T  O N  T H E
T A B L E  T H E
P I T  A T  T H E
B O T T O M  O F  M Y  S T O M A C H
I  S P E N T  Y E A R S  W A I T I N G
F O R  W O M A N H O O D
B U T  N O W  I  S C R E A M  A T  M Y  B R E A S T S
B U R N  T H E M  F R O M  M Y  C H E S T
F E E L  S A F E  O N  T H E  W A L K  H O M E

I  A M  A  W O M A N
D O N ’ T  L E T  T H E
F I N A L I T Y  O F  W O M A N
S C A R E  Y O U
I  C A N  L O P  B I T S  O F F
M O V E  F A T  A R O U N D
R E A R R A N G E  M Y S E L F
F O R  Y O U
I  A M  A  C H I N A  D O L L
W A I T I N G  F O R  Y O U  T O  S M A S H  M E
W O M A N  R E V E R T S  T O  G I R L  S O
I F  Y O U  A R E N ’ T  A T T R A C T E D  T O  M A T U R I T Y
K N O W  I  C A N  P L A Y  G A M E S
C A P T U R E  T H E  H A G
T I C - T A C - H O E
W I N K  M U R D E R

D A N A  E L I Z A B E T H  C O L L I N S



 I  A M  A  W O M A N
W H I C H  I S  T H E  S A M E  T H I N G
A S  V I C T I M
M Y  F E E T  A R E
C A L L U S E D
F R O M  R U N N I N G  H O M E  I N
T H E  D A R K

I  A M  A  W O M A N
A  W O R D  W H I C H  P R E C E D E S
‘ M I S S I N G ’
T O O  N I C E  T O  S A Y  N O
W O M A N  M I S S I N G
T H I S  B I T C H  S A I D  N O
W O M A N  M I S S I N G
W O N ’ T  M A K E  R E N T  I F  I  S A Y  N O
W O M A N  M I S S I N G

I  A M  A  W O M A N
A N D  G O D  P L A N T E D
A  D E M O N
T O  M A K E  E V E  E A T  A N  A P P L E
S O  I  H A V E  T O  S H E D
M Y S E L F  F O R  A  W E E K
E X C E P T  T H E  R E S T  O F  T H E  M O N T H
I S  B L O O D - S T A I N E D  N O N E T H E L E S S
I  W O N D E R  I F  Y O U  K N O W
T H E  S H A P E  O F  M Y  S K I N
B E N E A T H  A L L  O F  T H E
R E D  C L O T S
I  W O N D E R  I F  Y O U  K N O W
O F  T H E  M E N  B E N E A T H
E A C H  W O U N D  O N  M Y  F L E S H

I  A M  A  W O M A N
I  D O N ’ T  K N O W  E V E R Y  W O M A N
B U T  I  K N O W  E V E R Y  W O M A N ’ S  S T O R Y
I T  W A S  D A R K
I T  W A S  D A Y L I G H T
I T  W A S  U N R E P O R T E D
I T  W A S  O V E R T U R N E D
I T  W A S  N O  B I G  D E A L
I T  W A S  A S K I N G  F O R  I T
I T  W A S  B E L L Y  U P

G U T S  O U T
R I B S  C R U S H E D
T H R O A T  S L I T
B R A  R I P P E D
H E A D  S H O T
B L O O D  S P I L L E D

W O M A N .



L a d i e s ,  g e n t s ,  a n d  a l l  t h o s e  i n  b e t w e e n ,
W e l c o m e  t o  t h e  a p o c a l y p s e .  
M a y  I  s h o w  y o u  a r o u n d ?

Y o u  s e e ,  w e  l e t  t h i s  p l a c e  g o  t o  t h e  d o g s .  L e f t  i t  u p  t o  g o d  t o  d e c i d e
w h a t  t o  d o .  

Y e s ,  S i r  a t  t h e  b a c k ?  
W h y  d i d n ’ t  t h e y  t r y  t o  s t o p  i t ?  
O h  g o o d n e s s  t h e y  d i d !  
D i d n ’ t  y o u  h e a r  a b o u t  t h o s e  k i d s  w h o  t r i e d  t h e i r  b e s t ?  
T h e y  s t o o d  w h e n  t h e  b e s t  o f  t h e m  w o u l d n ’ t  a n d  w h a t  d i d  t h e y  d o ?  
W e l l  y e s  s i r  I  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  w a s  y o u r  o r i g i n a l  q u e s t i o n ,  b u t  p l e a s e
w a i t  u n t i l  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  t o u r  b e f o r e  m a k i n g  f u r t h e r  n o i s e .

W h e r e  w a s  I ?  A h  y e s ,  t h e  t r e e s !  
Y o u  s e e ,  s t i l l  h a v e  t h e m !  
A l t h o u g h ,  n o t  s u r e  i f  y o u  c a n  s t i l l  c a l l  i t  a  t r e e  w i t h  n o  l e a v e s .  
O h  a n d  O c e a n s !  S t i l l  g o t  s o m e …  e m p t y  t h o u g h  n o w .  J u s t  s a l t  w a t e r
a n d  p o i s o n .

T o  b e  h o n e s t ,  I ’ m  n o t  s u r e  w h y  w e  s t i l l  r u n  t h i s  t o u r ,  n o t  m u c h  l e f t
I ’ m  a f r a i d .  

Y e s ,  y o u  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  w i t h  t h e  w a v i n g  h a n d ,  w h a t  d o  y o u  w a n t ?
H u m a n s ?  Y e s ,  y e s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  h o w  c o u l d  I  f o r g e t ?  I ’ m  s u r e  t h e r e ’ s
s o m e  k n o c k i n g  a b o u t  h e r e  a n d  t h e r e .  T a k e s  m o r e  t h a n  a n  a p o c a l y p s e
t o  k i l l  o f f  t h o s e  p a r a s i t e s .

D o n ’ t  e v e n  g e t  m e  s t a r t e d  o n  s o c i e t y .  I  t h i n k  t h e  p h r a s e  ‘ i t ’ s  t i m e  f o r
s o c i a l  c h a n g e ’  m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  s a i d  o v e r  a  t r i l l i o n  t i m e s  i n  t h e  l a s t
d e c a d e  a n d  n o t  o n e  a p e  t o o k  n o t i c e .  

G o o d  f o r  u s  I  s u p p o s e …  a n d  l e t  t h i s  b e  a  l e s s o n  t o  y o u !  W h e n  y o u  g o
h o m e  t o  y o u r  o w n  p l a n e t s ,  d o n ’ t  l e t  y o u r s  e n d  u p  l i k e  o l d  E a r t h  d o w n
h e r e …  t h e y ’ v e  r e a l l y  l e t  t h e  p l a c e  g o  t h i s  c e n t u r y .  M a y b e  c o m e  b a c k
i n  a  f e w  y e a r s  a n d  t h e y  m i g h t ’ v e  c l e a n e d  u p .  

D o u b t  i t  t h o u g h .

T O U R  O F  T H E  A P O C A L Y P S E
D A N  T H O M P S O N



woman wipes  the  counte r
down ,  s ta res  b lank l y  a t  the
pee l ing  leaf  o f  an  o ld
p las t ic  house  p lant .  debates
wh ich  one  of  the  k ids  i s
go ing  to  eat  ton ight .

E m  i s  a  1 7  y e a r  o l d  w r i t e r  f r o m  W e s t  L o n d o n .  S h e  w a s  a
F o y l e  Y o u n g  P o e t  i n  2 0 1 8  a n d  2 0 1 9  a n d  w a s  r e c e n t l y
p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  A r t s  R i c h m o n d  R o g e r  M c g o u g h
A n t h o l o g y .  H e r  p o e m  i s  a b o u t  t h e  a f f e c t s  o f  a u s t e r i t y  i n
t h e  p a s t  d e c a d e  a n d  t h e  U K ' s  e v e r  w i d e n i n g  w e a l t h
g a p .

ETONITE
EM POWER
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i stood in the middle of Marble Arch, and i thought
WOW
this is going to be in the history books.

and then i went back to school on Monday
and of course, it wasn’t in the history books:
this is happening now.

but then i went home and i saw the news
and it wasn’t in the news
and i thought,
why not?
this is happening NOW.

and i thought
wow
we are not a microcosm of the many,
we are the few
and while their sign may say we are nature defending itself
we are nature destroying itself too
and not putting it on the news
why aren’t they putting it on the news?

i want to live
and i want other people to want me to live
i want older people to want me to live
i want older people to love
their own children
and i want them to want their own children
to live
i want everyone to see what they’re doing
to what lives
i want everyone to stand where i stood and see the love
and see the power
and see the want
to live
and see the instinct to survive
kicking in
like a drum -

D E S T R O Y  T H E  F U T U R E  /
M A K E  H I S T O R Y



like a motherfucking samba band
they were right when they said we are revolting
this is revolting -
we are fucking revolting
we want to live

but God,
there’s so much revolting to be done
there’s so much time til we have won -
so little time til we have lost -
til you have lost

and mother of God, what was the cost?

it was your children.

it was your children’s children.

it was acres,
it was oceans,
it was air,
it was land.
it was fire,
it was fury,
it was anguish.

it was a good few years of my life,
and a good few lives over the years

this better be in the fucking history books.
there better be a future for this to be in the history books.
actually, save the trees, don’t even bother printing the fucking history books:
it’s about the future.
just the notion of even having a future.
just let there be a future
so someone can tell them
“We were saved."

C A R Y S  M . N .  R I C H A R D S



We hope you enjoyed the first issue of Eponym

as much as we enjoyed curating it!

We’ll see you on July 10th for our next issue. If

you wish to be involved, check our Instagram

@eponymmag for updates on submission

openings and deadlines.

Treat yourself and the world kindly.

Until next time.

E P O N Y M

S O C I A L  C H A N G E
F R O M  T H E  E Y E S  O F  T H E  Y O U T H


